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MEN’S HEALTH WEEK 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.54 pm]:  Next week is Men’s Health Week, so this is a great opportunity to 
remind men to get their health checked.  My main concern is for men in rural areas, where there is less education 
about, and fewer facilities for, men’s health checks.  I call on my government, through Dr Neale Fong, to 
provide more funding for education programs in regional areas.   
I have had the pleasure of enjoying the happiness and love of my first grandchild, Amelie, who was born nine 
weeks ago.  If I had not had a health check when I was 50, I would not have had the pleasure of seeing her today.  
I did not have any symptoms when I had a health check; it was just that my father had died from prostate cancer.  
It was not my doctor but my wife who told me to get my health checked by a doctor.  A lot of macho men say, 
“You don’t want to go and get health checks”, especially those in regional areas where there is a macho image of 
guys on the farm and things like this.  However, we must encourage men to have health checks.  It is worth it if 
we can save one person.  A very good friend of mine said that there was no way in the world he would undergo 
one of the digital tests.  Unfortunately, he is not with us today; he went along once he started getting symptoms 
and it was too late, because the cancer had spread into his bones.  He is no longer with us.  I say to all men 
throughout Western Australia that they should get a health check.  It might be a bit hard to have a first stab at it, 
but the other option is much worse.   
 


